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LON DO N, November 21. 


vera C ampblecs, beſides that formerly mentioned, have 
bein publiſbed relating to the Teſt M, one of them texd- 
to ſbewy, that the faid Teſt is no Heturity to the Church of 
England againft the Dangers of Popery ; but that the ta- 
king it off may be a certain Security to the Proteſtant Inte- 
veſt in general, and to the Succeſſion in the preſent Royal Fu- 


mil * + | 
Man ef the Diſſenteys beſtir themſelves more and 
more, in Relation to the grand Affair of having the Teft 
Act taken eff, both here and in Ireiand, to which End, ſeveral 
Agents are ſaid to come hither frem the laſt named Kingdom. 
— By their Mritings and Diſcourſe, they give us th under- 
tand, that their real r are very ſeldom among Mini ſters 


of State, but are to be fund amongſt ſuch Gentleman cs have, 
unto good Parts and Knowledge, joined a Freedom of Thought, 
and free Enquiry into Matters of Religion, and from whom 
they expect. i heir beſt Endeavours to root up, and extirpate the 
et Spirit of Perſecution from amongſt them ; and pray, Hai 
they may be thus influenced, and that the ſupreme Author of 
Sacraments, will be mercifully pleaſed to influence the Legi- 
Nature, to let the World ſee, that for the Glory of God, the 
Welfare.of Mens Souls, the Caſe and Security of the Prote- 
faut Succeſſion, they have the utmoſt Reaſon, and, undoubted- 
ly, as muc Power To repewl +ho Vxreamental Teſt in the Reign 
of King George, as the Legiſlature had to make that Lazy 
in the Reign of King Charles the IId in England, os Queen 
Anne i» Ireland, * 5 


A Prelude to the Grand Claſh, Oc. 
N Mr. Faulkner's Paper of the 28th of November, 
I ebſerv'd a Paragraph, which to me ſeems to 
import ſomething more than a plain Piece of Neevs, 

It contains a ſhort Abſtract of the Proceedings and 
Arguments of the Diffenters, towards ing 
the Lei- Ad; and ſeems to be ſeaſonably ſent 
abroad, to amuſe us with the Juſtice of their Preten- 
ions, and at the ſame time to give proper Hints to the 
ongues, and Pens of ſuch as are, or can be brought 
over to their Party. For which Reaſon a Paper was 

| drawn up, ſhewing, that whatever they may loſe h 
eternally teazing the Government, and, upon Fo. 
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branding it with the evil Spirit of PERSECUTION, 
the Moderate, and "Thinking among themſeties, can 
expect to get nothing by it: And whateyer Corafort 


their Diſcourſe or Writings may afford one another, 


they are never my to have any Effect on the other 
Side, who on the Foot of Argument, can never loſe 
Ground. TE I 
Tars Paper ſhou'd have been publiſh'd, but upon 
ſecond Thoughts, ſince we are fo openly.threaten'd with 
a Siege, it was thought improvident to be throwing a- 
way Ammunition, and Provifion, till the Attack comes 
next Parliament. In the mean time, leſt they ſhou'd 
he diſobliged at our taking no Notice at all of their 
Intelligence, it may not be improper to let them know, 
we take it in good Part, and ſhall contrive to be as rea- 
dy for them, as their Hearts cou'd wiſh. I ſhall not at 


| —— give them, or myſelt, the Treuble of entering 


r into the Merits of this wery materia! Af air, but, as 
the Fencers do, form an Anſwer out of the Challenge. 

HRE all you Presbyterians, whether Old-light or 
New- light Men, Independents, Puritans, Anabaptiſts, 
3 Muggletonians, Bradlonians, Faniliſts, Brow- 
niſts, Sc. &c. &c.—All you that have for Policy or 
Shame laid down your own and taken up the innocent, 
ſoft, ſilky Name of Diſſenters ! All of you Enemies ei- 
ther to other, by your reſpective Appellations, but all 
united againft the Church of England, in the ſnug Name 
of Difſenters ; you all call your ſelves equally Diffenters, 
and therefore to be fuppoſed cither now, or in your 
Turn, reſolved to claim alike! You are to take No- 
tice, that ſeveral Pamphlets, beſides thoſe wrote by the 
D—, the Arch-biſhop, and others, (any one of which 
was ſufficient to filence Men of Reaſon and Hodefty) are, 
(as Occaſion ſhall require) to be publiſhed relating to 
the Teft- Att ; every one of them tending to fbew, that 
the ſaid Teſt is ay imtregnable Security to the Church of 
England, againſt the Dangers of Popery, and a certain 
other Faction, that has before now, driven her to the 
Brink of Ruin, and which by it's Principles wou'd 
drive her to the ſame To- morrow. But that the taking 
it off (tho? it might prove a certain Security to fome, 
who, tho* Proteſtants, are as much averſe to the Church 
of England, as thoſe that are not) cou'd not be a fa. 


tient Security to ile Proteſtant Intereſt in general, nor the 
Church 
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re&'of England in particular, nor to the Succe ſſon of 
the preſent Royal Family, who, by one of the beſt Laws 
ever made, are to be not only Proteſtants, but of the 
Proteſtant Religion as by Law eftabliſh'd, 

' Ir may _— Party ſome Pleaſure, but to us np 
Manner of Uneaſineſs, that the Diſſenters beſtir them- 
ſelves more and more, in Relation to the grand Affair of ba- 
ving the Teſt-Act taken off, both in England and Ireland, 
and that ſeveral Agents are from hence ſent into England, 
to that Purpoſe. As to the real Merits of their Cauſe, 
and their Arguments upon it, except they have to a 
Miracle mended their Hand, we can ſafely truſt them 
any where; they have long ago done their» beft, and 
when they ſhall have done their worſt is hard to tell. 
But ſure I am, they can never carry their Point by fair 
Argument, and if they carry it by any other Means, it 
can not be helped. Let them go, but if I be not much 
miſtaken they will return, Re infe#8, i. e. with their Fin- 
ger in their Mouth; {or, conſidering what their Oppo- 
ſers are ſure ro loſe by Compliance, a ſucceſsful Journey 
io that End may happen to be ſo expenſive, that all that 
the Party are worth may not be ſufficient to bear their 
Charges. And what confirms me in this Opinion, is 
their giving us to underſtand that their real Friends are ſel- 
dom among Miniſters F State, (which ſurely is a ray 
bad Sign that their Pretenſions are juſt, or either uſeful, 
or ſafe to the State) but are to be ftund ameng ſuch Gentle- 
men as have, to good Parts and Knowledge, join'd a Free- 
dem of Theught, and a free Enquiry into Matters FA Reli- 
gion: That is, as the World has long fince underſtood 
thoſe <vell-known Phraſes, their real Friends are to be 
found among a Company of Free-thinkers, Deiſts, La- 
titudinarians, Lihertine Towpees, and rotten Courtiers. 
Men that have pioufly laid aſide the Bible, and ſer up 
their own fooliſh corrupt Heart in its Stead, and call 
that the Religion of Nature. Men of no Principles, to 
whom all Religions, all Things are equal, except Leſs 
and Gain in this World, and whole Share of a Bribe may 
he more, than ever they cou'd expect to make by their 
Honeſty. And fo ſweet are the Fruits they wou'd reap 
upon the cancel'd Teſt, that even by theſe bleſſed In- 
ſtiuments they wou'd work for it. And from N. 
„„ they 
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they expect their beſt Endeavours (if for the Scourge 
of the Earth ſuch get into Senates and Councils) ro 
root up, and extirpate the evil Spirit of PERSECU- 
TION. And no leſs it can be in a Government, which, 
beſide offering them all they wiſh, aad all they want, on 
Conditions ſafe to itſelf, can't be induced to diſpence 
with one of its moſt ſacred Laws, to qualify them for 
it. There are but two Things for it, if you grant it, it 
may poſſibly be called Kindneſs, if you refuſe, its ab- 
ſolutely the evil Spirit of Perfecution. I like violent, 
and invidious Things in others ſo ill, that I wou'd not 
be guilty of it my ſelf, but I can't forbear reſembling 
this extraordinary Piece of Conduct, to that of an old 
grey-bearded Beggar I've often obſerv d on Ex- bridge, 
who uſually addreſſed the Paſſengers for Alms with a 
Bleſſing in one Hand, and two Curſes in other. And 
tho' in one Caſe, a Man might part with a Half penny 
to get rid of a troubleſome Fellow, in the other he 
wou'd look three Times round him before he wou'd 
art with ſome hundred Thouſands a Year, and perhaps 

be buffeted into the Bargain. | 
So having done with the Preaching, we come next 
to the Prayer, which is, that the ſupreme Author of Sa- 
craments (and, by the By, the ſame whole Divine Inſti- 
rution of Biſhops they have broke rhro', and their re- 
gular Succeſſion for _ Years, the beſt Inducement 
in the World for the Church of England, which is go- 
vern'd by Biſhops, to truſt them) may influence the J. e- 
giſlature, to let the World ſee, that for the Glory of God, the 
Welfare of Men's Souls, the Cauſe and Security of the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion, they have the utmoſt Reaſon to repeal that 
Act. For my Part, I think ſo too, and upon very good 
Reaſons. Power, Wealth, and Honour (which are at 
the Bottom of all this Buſtle and Noiſe) have ſome 
Charms, and go a great way towards making a Saint a 
Sinner. And when a Body has taken an incorrigible 
Appetite to them, is it not againſt the Glory of God, 
and the Weltare of Men's Souls, to be driven to the 
Extremity of coveting, pining, and dying tor them; 
or to have recourſe to occaſzonal Conformity to get at 
them. Whereas all this Evil might eaſily be prevented 
by charitably admitting them, without the odious Tack 
of a hated Religion. Tuis 


| 133 
Tuis puts me in mind of a Story of a Woman, who 
every Autumn, for ſeveral Years, fell into 4 deep Me- 
Iancholly. The Cauſe was often, in vain, asked by her 
Husband and Neighbours, and vn ſome Diffic at 
laſt drawn from her by the Parſon of the Pariſh. 
ecrer was, ſhe happen'd to be a liqnoriſh Gemlewo- 
man, that took a Fancy to more and better Fruit than 
— in her own Garden, and living cloſe by her Land- 
ord's Garden, where there was fine Fruit, ſhe oſten caſt 
a wiſhtul Eye that way. In her Confeſſion ſhe be- 
wailed a gieat Load of Sin, and ſaid, ſhe had but one 
Comfort, that fer Landlord «vas the Cauſt of all. The 
Husband, having a little _ of ſealouſy, carched ar 
that Word, and thought he ſmelt à Rat; How, what 
(ſays he) our Landlord the Cauſe of all thy Sins? Aye 
(fays ſhe, with bitter Cries and Reproaches) the crue 
Man, he is! For why fhou'd he keep fuch tempting 
Fruit in his Garden, and keep fuch ſtrong Fences ? 
When I can't come ar it, I fin in coveting his Fruit and 
cerſing himſelf; and when I can, I fin by ſtealing it. 
In ſhorr, I can never expect to do well 'till he grant 
me free Entrance! The Landlord did as well, for be- 
ing Tenants at Will, he tranſplanted them to a remote 
Part of his Eftate, and all was over. 

As to the Vower of making, this — Change 
in the Conſtitution, it is not all to lay, the Legiflature has 
as much Pecver to repeal the Sacramental Teft in the Reign 
of King George, as it had to make it in the Reipns of 
Charles II. or Queen Anne. It is hard to ſay what the 
Legiſlature has not Power to do. It may have Power 
to alter or deſlroy the grand Charter of Engeland. A 
like Power to ſet Beggars on Horfe-back. A like Pow- 
er of diveſting Religion of all human Helps, and may 
give a good Reaſon for it too, God is it's ſtrongeſt De- 
fender. And, for ought I know, it may have a like 
Power to ſend Men to hang or drown themſelves : And 
what ſignifics all that? Sure no Conſequence can be 
drawn from what a Legiſlature can do, but what it rea- 
ſonably ought to do for it's better Settlement, Regula- 
tion, and Security; neither of which can be rea\cnably 
expected from Men, either in Religion or — 


(23:3 | 

differing. From us. A Difference in either, muſt for 

_ the Cauſe of Jealouſy and Competition, nd 
e — 


— — JT Maſs, all che Bod 
tung ermenting the w 8, till the ei- 
cher fall by @ Conxulſion, or be reduced to a — and 


pining State. 

Ir there be guy thing in this defirable, if there be 
any thing in this Korth making fundamental Changes 
for, wg. Teſt-Act be 2 us, in the 
mean time, ſeek out ſame other Place, where we may 
with more Security enjoy our Religion and little Pro- 
perty. Let us * enquire, and get to the Bot- 
rom of this Axgumem, that we may be the better able 
to compute the Guilt, and Weight of Calamity, that 
muſt fall on theſe, or their Poſterity, that in this give 
up, at leaſt, one of whe beit States they have. 

Ats to no Purpoſe to reply, you ſhall have gualifying 
ale inſtead of qualifying Sacraments. If the Wiſdom 
of other Nations did not inſtruct us ſo well, we know 
of our ſalves too much of the Vanity and Danger of re- 
lying on the Promiſes or Oaths of wy Man, to cheriſh 
and defend a contrary Religion; both King Fames, 
and all that ſerved under him, have given us cnough of 
that. There's no Maxim more ſelf-evident, than that 
none, but Men purely of Church-ot-Zpngland- Princi- 
ples, (T mean, for fear of Miſtakes, neither Facabites 
nor High-flyers) can he depended upon for the Securi- 
ty of the Church of England. It's what I would not 
expect from any other, nor wou'd I believe a Man that 
pretended it, on Engagements ever ſo ſolemn, on no- 
thing but being actually of the ſame Religion. There's 
no Force, that I know, offer d, or intended to oblige 
them either to quit their own, or to embrace our Reli- 
gion, and therefore CONSCIENCE, (that right, or 
wrong muſt tip every Argument) is intirely out of the 
Queſtion. There's no Force, (but that ot the Lucre of 
the Salary) on any Man to take a Commiſſion, or Place 
of Truſt. And therefore, when a Man 1s at his Liber- 
ty to take ONE on the Terms the Diſpoſer thinks pro- 

r, or to let it alone, (it Reaſon be not quite gone out 

of the World) ſurely a Refuſal may as 3 
x CAIICL. 
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called Treaſon, Murder, or any Thing iti the World, 


as Perſecution. | . ; 
Bzs1Dx, what we can not allow our Sovereign Lord 


the KixG, we will hardly allow either Subject, or Stran- 
ger. We can not truſt our Life, Property, and (what 
is dearer than both!) our Religion to any but Prote- 
ſtants of the Religion by Law eftabliſh'd. In ſhort, 
the Thing is ſo contrary to the Judgment, and Con- 
ſcience of every ſound Member of the Church of Eng- 
land, that it is Madneſs, as well as Perverſeneſs, in the 
People to be thus ever petitioning, tho? ever refuſed: 
It is reſolved, therefore, to give a Proje# ſo dangerous 
and ſtupid, all Manner of 2 and to let the 
World know, that our excellent Government, as it is 
not to be terrified, is not to be ſoothed and impor- 
tuned out of Things of ſuch high Value: Is not (what 
ſome halt-witted Politicians n of thoſe Mi- 
Fereſſes, who muſt marry a troubleſome Fellow, to get 
ſhut of him. It is ſome Comfort to an honeſt Man to 
have it to ſay, when Calamity comes, this is my Vnhap- 
pineſs, and not my Fault; while the Knave and the Fool 
can only whine, and ſay, Lord, "who thought it on 
have come to this? r 154 $408 
P. S. Inſtead of going to England, there was a or- 
ter Journey, and infinitely a better Errand, to their 
Brethren in the North of Ireland, among whom ſo ma- 
ny monſterous Hereſies have ſprung up; and before 
they quite tire out the Patience of the World with Cha- 


| rity and brotherly Love, it is fit they ſhould firſt fix it 


among themſelves, 


